
Welcome to our fifth edition of the 

Clyde Valley Archaeological Research 
Framework newsletter, bringing you 
exciting updates from the CVARF project, 
our partners, and the archaeological 
community across the region! 
 
This summer has been a busy period for 
Archaeology in Scotland, and the Clyde 
Valley is no exception! In this issue you will 
find new CVARF Case Studies, and news 
from projects exploring industrial and 
contemporary archaeology, medieval and 
prehistoric promontory sites and more 
across the region! We have reflections on 
Clutha Archaeologyôs ongoing work in the 
Avon Gorge and at Eddlewood Castle by 
Ailsa Smith and Ed Smith, linking to their 
new case study on the CVARF website. We 
also have updates from Kieran Manchip of 

Archaeology Scotlandôs recent excavations 
at Forgewood in Motherwell where an 
Owenite manufactory has been excavated 
and settlement surveyed. Finally Dr Kenneth 
Brophy from the University of Glasgow 
offers us a snapshot of the excavation of a 
1980s Skatepark in Kelvingrove Park. Our 
newsletter aims to raise the profile of 
archaeology across the region, if you have 
updates from the field or labs youôd like to 
share with us weôre always keen for 
contributions! 
 
We are excited to announce the date of our 
2026 Symposium will be the 6th June. We 
are currently planning this event and look 
forward to sharing more details later in 2025 
and early 2026! This year we will be hosting 
the conference in the Western portion of the 
CVARF region to ensure we are as 
accessible as possible to all the communities 
of the Clyde. Can you guess where the next 
symposium will be?  
 
In the meantime if you are keen to be 
involved in the regional research framework 
process check out these upcoming 
workshops with our neighbours at the South 
West Scotland Archaeological Research 
Framework (SWSARF). 
 
We have some exciting opportunities to get 
involved in the framework process coming 
up from workshops to field work, so keep 
your eyes pealed for our update emails, 
newsletter and on social media. We will also 
have lots more CVARF content to share 
over the coming year including period 
reports, case studies, key sites and more! 
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CVARFõs Summer! 
By Dr Edward Stewart 

 
This summer has been a busy one for the CVARF team with exciting events like 
out June symposium, meetings of the steering and advisory committees, 
applications to develop and engagement events to deliver. 
 
In June we were out and about at the Port Glasgow 250 celebrations, supporting 
archaeological engagement at the Comet Festival, named after the steamship 
built here in 1812. Supported by students from the University of Glasgow we 
delivered maritime archaeology sessions with over 250 kids. Using sunken 
shipwreck models, built by our engagement officer, buried in sand in a tank, we 
encouraged local young people to try their hand at excavating these wrecks, and 
interpreting how the ships came to rest in the murky waters of the Clyde. The 
wreck of the comet has recently been investigated by HES and Wessex 
Archaeology. This event, which drew thousands to Port Glasgow in Inverclyde, 
was a great opportunity for us to find out what the communities of this region 
want to know about their archaeology! Inverclyde is rich is archaeology from 
shipwrecks, industrial sites and wartime heritage, to castles, Roman forts and the 
hut circles, and these were reflected in the interests of its communities.  
 
Weôve also been out and about holding workshops to gather questions for the 
framework at archaeological projects across the region from the New Orbiston 
excavations in Forgewood to the Kelvingrove Park skatepark excavations.  
 
You can follow updates from the project on social media and via our 
newsletters!  
 
Instagram - @ClydeValley_ARF, Bluesky - @clydevalleyarf.bsky.social 
 
Sign up to our newsletter here: https://forms.office.com/e/UtXKuqrDYs 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-66449328
https://forms.office.com/e/UtXKuqrDYs


New Case Study: Promontory Sites 
of the Upper Clyde |Clutha 

Archaeology 
 

We are excited to announce a new case study has dropped on the CVARF 
pages of ScARF exploring the work of Clutha Archaeology Group in 
investigating the promontory sites of the Clyde and Avon Valleys between 
Lanark, Hamilton, Larkhall and Stonehouse. These sites oǠer exciting 
insights into activity across a range of periods in the now heavily wooded 
gorges of the Clyde and Avon. While previously assumed to be Iron Age in 
date many of the sites now investigated by Clutha and partners show 
complex chronologies of occupation which might stretch from the 
prehistoric to medieval, with resources continuing to be managed in and 
around these sites right into the modern period.  
 
The Clutha case study explores in detail their ongoing work around 
Eddlewood Castle, a site with ruinous medieval remains and diagnostic 
ƿnds, which may yet hold a deeper prehistoric origin. 
 
This case study highlights the immense research potential of little known 
site types and the deep time of many monuments in the Clyde Valley 
region, through careful excavations and an ambitious programme of 
research activities, Clutha are uncovering important stories which reshape 
our understanding of these site types.  
 

You can check out the new case study here! 

You can contribute case studies to the CVARF framework based 
on archaeological research from any period across the Clyde Val-
ley region. We are interested in gathering and showcasing work 
from the paleolithic to present, from Biggar to Bishopbriggs, 
Carnwath to the Clyde Estuary.  
 
If you or your group are interested in submitting a case study to 
the framework get in touch with the engagement oǠcer at:  

e.stewart@archaeologyscotland.org.uk  

https://scarf.scot/regional/cvarf/clyde-valley-archaeological-research-framework-case-studies/promontory-sites-of-the-upper-clyde/


Promontory Sites of the Upper Clyde 
 
Clutha Archaeology Group have embarked on a research project to investigate the promontory sites of the upper Clyde valley. 
We have identified 27 sites and dug at three of them - Castle Qua with the Clyde and Avon Valley Landscape Partnership 
(CAVLP) heritage project in 2017, Avon Gorge and Eddlewood Castle. We have written a case study on our project for the 
CVARF website https://scarf.scot/regional/cvarf/clyde-valley-archaeological-research-framework-case-studies/promontory-
sites-of-the-upper-clyde/. 
 
Avon Gorge Dig 
In June 2025, we returned to the promontory site 
at Avon Gorge in Chatelherault Country Park. 
This is a short distance along the Avon Water 
from Cadzow Castle and Cadzow Earthworks, a 
possible promontory fort. The site was first 
discovered by two of our members in 2016 
during a walkover survey of Chatelherault 
Country Park as part of the CAVLP project. 
Archaeology Scotland organised digs for us in 
2021 and 2023 as part of Adopt-a-Monument.  
This year, we excavated a 3m by 4m trench 
surrounding the test pit where we found a small 
piece of medieval pottery last year. We did not 
find any more pottery, but we did find four 
possible stone tools in the red clay. Last year we 
found some possible hammer stones. We plan to 
return to explore the bounds of the paved area 
uncovered in 2023. 
 
(RightðClutha Archaeology Group members at 

Avon Gorge Dig June 2025) 

 
 
Eddlewood Castle Dig 
In August 2025, we returned to the site of 
Eddlewood Castle also in Chatelherault 
Country Park. It is situated on a promontory 
on the Meikle Burn. The land of Eddlewood 
is mentioned in one of King Robert the 
Bruceôs charters and the site of the castle is 
marked on the estate plan of 1776 prepared 
for the Duke of Hamilton. According to an 
1889 account entitled óThe Hamiltons of 
Eddlewood and Neilslandô, Eddlewood 
Castle was dismantled after the Battle of 
Langside in 1568. The account states  that the 
ósite is marked by a mound of rubbish and the 
fragment of a wallô. The site matches this 
description. There is not enough space on the 
site for a castle the size of Cadzow, but there 
is space for a tower house or hunting lodge. 
We opened three trenches and in one trench 
found over 20 pieces of pottery, mostly green 
glazed and one textured piece that may be 
from a handle. The trench with the possible 
drain turned out to be natural where the 
underlying sandstone rock had fractured and 

slipped apart down the slope. We did not find any evidence for a perimeter wall in the third trench. There was evidence for the 
erosion and collapse of the ground here into a gully, so the ground could have extended much further out in the past. 
(AboveðClutha Archaeology Group members at Eddlewood Castle Dig August 2025) 

 
We are grateful for the support provided by Chris McGinley, the SLC Countryside Ranger Team Leader at both these digs. 
 
Ailsa and Ed Smith 
Clutha Archaeology Group 
Website https://cluthaarchaeology.org/ 

https://scarf.scot/regional/cvarf/clyde-valley-archaeological-research-framework-case-studies/promontory-sites-of-the-upper-clyde/
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2ĥĖíĀç VĥúĴ ġëÙ 2ÙĚíçĀíĀç ¦ġĆēíÀ
ēĖĆöÙÎġ ġĆĆ÷ ÀĀ íÿēĆĖġÀĀġ ĚġÙē æĆĖĲÀĖÓ
íĀ ġëÙ íĀıÙĚġíçÀġíĆĀ ÀĀÓ ĖÙÎĆĖÓíĀç Ćæ
ġëÙ úÀĀÓĚÎÀēÙ Ćæ ġëÙʵʼʶʴ˫Ě ÎĆ-
ĆēÙĖÀġíıÙ ĚĆÎíÀú ÙĳēÙĖíÿÙĀġ Àġ
fĖÌíĚġĆĀː úġëĆĥçë ĚëĆĖġ úíıÙÓˋ ĆĀúĴ
æĥĀÎġíĆĀíĀç ÌÙġĲÙÙĀ ʵʼʶʹ ÀĀÓ ʵʼʶʼˋ ġëÙ
ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ Àġ fĖÌíĚġĆĀ ÀĚ ġëÙ æíĖĚġ
fĲÙĀíġÙ ıÙĀġĥĖÙ ĆĥġĚíÓÙ Ćæ `ÙĲ
ZÀĀÀĖ÷ ÀĀÓ ĖÙæúÙÎġĚ À ēĆĲÙĖæĥú ĚġĆĖĴ Ćæ
ĚĆÎíÙġÀú ÎëÀĀçÙˋ ëĆēÙ ˋ æÀíĖĀÙĚĚ ÀĀÓ
ÙĕĥÀúíġĴː úġëĆĥçë ġëÙ ıÙĀġĥĖÙ ÙĀÓÙÓ íĀ
æÀíúĥĖÙ ġëÙĖÙĚ˫ ġëÙÿÙĚ ÀĀÓ ġëĖÙÀÓĚˋ
ĚĥÎë ÀĚ ĚĆÎíÙġÀú ÎëÀĀçÙ ÎÀĥĚÙÓ ÌĴ
ÿÙÎëÀĀíĸÀġíĆĀˋ ÀĖÙ ĖÙúÙıÀĀġ M ġĆÓÀĴĚ˫
ĲĆĖúÓː ¢ëíĚ æÀĚÎíĀÀġíĀç ĚġĆĖĴ ëÀĚ
úÀĖçÙúĴ ÌÙÙĀ úĆĚġ ġĆ ġíÿÙ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ
ÀĖÎëÀÙĆúĆçĴ Ćæ ġëÙ ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ íĚ
ÿĆĚġúĴ ĥĀĖÙÎĆĖÓÙÓˋ çĖÀĀġíĀç À çĖÙÀġ
ĆēēĆĖġĥĀíġĴ æĆĖ À ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ
ÀĖÎëÀÙĆúĆçĴ ēĖĆöÙÎġː 
fıÙĖ ʷ ÓÀĴĚ Ćæ À ëÙÀġĲÀıÙ ÀĀÓ ʶ ÓÀĴĚ
Ćæ ÓĆĲĀēĆĥĖĚ ĖÎëÀÙĆúĆçĴ zÎĆġúÀĀÓ
ĥĀÓÙĖġĆĆ÷ ÀĀ ÙıÀúĥÀġíĆĀ ÙĳÎÀıÀġíĆĀ Àġ
ġëÙ ĚíġÙ Ćæ ġëÙ _ÀĀĥæÀÎġĆĖĴ ÌĥíúÓíĀçː
µÙ ĲĆĖ÷ÙÓ Ĳíġë À ĲĆĀÓÙĖæĥú ġÙÀÿ Ćæ
ıĆúĥĀġÙÙĖĚˋ ēÀĖġíÎíēÀĀġĚ æĖĆÿ sëĆÙĀíĳ
EĥġĥĖÙĚ ÀĀÓ `ĆĖġë ZÀĀÀĖ÷ĚëíĖÙ
-ĆĥĀÎíúĚ˫ fĥĖzēÀÎÙ çĖĆĥē æĖĆÿ
+ÙúúĚëíúúː ¢ĲĆ ġĖíÀú ġĖÙĀÎëÙĚ ĲÙĖÙ
ÙĳÎÀıÀġÙÓ ÀÎĖĆĚĚ ġëÙ ĚíġÙ íĀ ĆĖÓÙĖ ġĆ
ÀĀĚĲÙĖ ĕĥÙĚġíĆĀĚ ĖÙúÀġíĀç ġĆ ġëÙ
ÌĥíúÓíĀçĚ˫ ÎĆĀĚġĖĥÎġíĆĀ ÿÙġëĆÓĚˋ
ÿÀġÙĖíÀúĚˋ ÌĆĀÓíĀç ÿÀġÙĖíÀúĚˋ ĥĚÙˋ
ēëÀĚíĀç ÎĆúúÀēĚÙ ÀĀÓ ēĖÙĚÙĖıÀġíĆĀ Ćæ
ġëÙ ĚíġÙː 

2ÙĚíçĀíĀç ¦ġĆēíÀ Àġ `ÙĲ
fĖÌíĚġĆĀˊ ÙĳÎÀıÀġíĆĀĚ Àġ ÀĀ
fĲÙĀíġÙ _ÀĀĥæÀÎġĆĖĴ 

+Ĵ WíÙĖÀĀ _ÀĀÎëíēˋ ĖÎëÀÙĆúĆçĴ zÎĆġúÀĀÓ 

̡ ēëĆġĆçĖÀēë Ćæ ġĖÙĀÎë ʵ íĀ ēĖĆçĖÙĚĚ ̭ MĚÀÌÙúúÀ
zÎĆġġ 



¢ëÙ ÿÀĀĥæÀÎġĆĖĴ ÌĥíúÓíĀç ĲÀĚ
ÎĆĀĚġĖĥÎġÙÓ íĀ ʵʼʶʺ ĆĀ ġëÙ ÌÀĀ÷ Ćæ ġëÙ
zĆĥġë -ÀúÓÙĖ µÀġÙĖ ġĆ ġëÙ ĚĆĥġë-ÙÀĚġ
Ćæ ZíÌÙĖġĴ KÀúúˋ ġëÙ ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġíÙĚ
ÀÎÎĆÿÿĆÓÀġíĆĀ ÀĀÓ ēĥÌúíÎ ÌĥíúÓíĀçː µÙ
÷ĀĆĲ æĖĆÿ ëíĚġĆĖíÎÀú ĚĆĥĖÎÙĚ ġëÀġ ġëÙ
ÌĥíúÓíĀç ĲÀĚ ëĆÿÙ ġĆ ÀĖġíĚÀĀĚˋ
ēĖíĀġÙĖĚˋ ÌĆĆ÷ÌíĀÓÙĖĚ ÀĀÓ ĲÙÀıÙĖĚ ÀĀÓ
ĲÀĚ úí÷ÙúĴ ëĆÿÙ ġĆ À ēĖíĀġíĀç ēĖÙĚĚ
ĲëíÎë ēĖĆÓĥÎÙÓ¢˨ëÙ vÙçíĚġÙĖġ˩ëÙ
ÎĆÿÿĥĀíġĴ ĀÙĲĚúÙġġÙĖː 
¢ĖÙĀÎë ʵ ĲÀĚ ēúÀÎÙÓ ġĆ ġĖĴ ÀĀÓ ĥĀÎĆıÙĖ
ġëÙ íĀġÙĖíĆĖ ĲÀúú æÀÎÙ Ćæ ġëÙ µÙĚġÙĖĀ
˜ĀĆĖġë-ĚĆĥġë ĖĥĀĀíĀç˝ ĲÀúú Ćæ ġëÙ
_ÀĀĥæÀÎġĆĖĴ ÌĥíúÓíĀçː µÙ ĖÙÿĆıÙÓ ġëÙ
ġĆēĚĆíú ÀĀÓ ÎúÙÀĀÙÓ ĥē ġëÙ ĚġĆĀÙĚ
ÌÙĀÙÀġë ġĆ çÙġ À ēĖĆæíúÙ ÀĀÓ ĆıÙĖıíÙĲ
Ćæ ġëÙ ÎĆúúÀēĚÙÓ ÿÀġÙĖíÀú ÀĀÓ ġĆ
ÓÙġÙĖÿíĀÙ ĲëÙĖÙ ġëÙ ĲÀúú æÀÎÙ ÿÀĴ
ëÀıÙ ÌÙÙĀ˖íæ íġ íĚ Ěġíúú íĀġÀÎġː ¢ëÙ ġĖÙĀÎë
ĲÀĚ ĀĆġ æĥúúĴ ÙĳÎÀıÀġÙÓ ëĆĲÙıÙĖˋ ĲÙ
ĲÙĖÙ ÀÌúÙ ġĆ íÓÙĀġíæĴ ġëÙ ĲÀúú æÀÎÙˋ ġëÙ
ÎĆĀĚġĖĥÎġíĆĀ ÿÙġëĆÓĚˋ ĖÙĀÓÙĖíĀçˋ ġëÙ
ĀÀġĥĖÙ Ćæ ġëÙ ÎĆúúÀēĚÙ ÀĀÓ ġëÙ íÿēÀÎġ
Ćæ ġĖÙÙ çĖĆĲġë ÀĀÓ ĖĆĆġ ÀÎġíĆĀː 
¢ĖÙĀÎë ʶ ġÀĖçÙġÙÓ ġëÙ ĲÙĚġÙĖĀ ĲÀúú Ćæ
ġëÙ ĚÿÀúú ĚëÀúúĆĲ ĖÙÎġÀĀçĥúÀĖ ÀĀĀÙĳ
ġëÀġĚ˫ ĆĀ ġëÙ ĀĆĖġëÙĖĀ ĚíÓÙ Ćæ ġëÙ ÿÀíĀ
ēÀĖġ Ćæ ġëÙ ÿÀĀĥæÀÎġĆĖĴː ¢ëíĚ ÀĀĀÙĳ íĚ
ĀĆġ ĚëĆĲĀ ĆĀ ġëÙ ëíĚġĆĖíÎ ÿÀēĚ ÀĀÓ íĚ
ĀĆġ ÀúúĥÓÙÓ ġĆ íĀ ëíĚġĆĖíÎÀú ĚĆĥĖÎÙĚː ¢ëÙ
ĥĚÙ Ćæ ġëíĚ ēÀĖġ Ćæ ġëÙ ĚíġÙ íĚ ĀĆġ
÷ĀĆĲĀˋ íġ ÎĆĥúÓ ëÀıÙ ÌÙÙĀ À ĚġĆĖÙĖĆĆÿ
ĆĖ ĥĚÙÓ ġĆ ëĆĥĚÙ À ÷íúĀˋ ÙĳġĖÀ ĲĆĖ÷íĀç
ĚēÀÎÙ ĆĖ ĆġëÙĖ ÌíġĚ Ćæ ÿÀÎëíĀÙĖĴː 
8ĳÎÀıÀġíĆĀ ĖÙıÙÀúÙÓ À ĚíçĀíæíÎÀĀġ
ĕĥÀĀġíġĴ Ćæ ĖĥÌÌúÙˋ ÀĀÓ ÀĚ ġëÙĚÙ
ÓÙēĆĚíġĚ ĲÙĖÙ ĖÙÿĆıÙÓ ġëÙ ĲÀúú æÀÎÙ
ÌÙçÀĀ ġĆ ÀēēÙÀĖ íĀ ġĲĆ ÓíĚġíĀÎġ
ĚÙÎġíĆĀĚː 

̡ ēëĆġĆçĖÀēë Ćæ ġĖÙĀÎë ʶ ĚëĆĲíĀç ġëÙ ēëÀĚíĀç Ćæ ġëÙ
ĲÙĚġÙĖĀ ĲÀúú ÀĀÓ ġëÙ ÎĆúúÀēĚÙ æíúú ĲíġëíĀ ġëÙ íĀġÙĖíĆĖː ̭

MĚÀÌÙúúÀ zÎĆġġ 



µëÀġ ĲÀĚ ıíĚíÌúÙ Àġ ġëÙ çĖĆĥĀÓ úÙıÙú
ĲÀĚ ÿÀÓÙ ĥē Ćæ ĚġĆĀÙĚ Ćæ ÓíææÙĖÙĀġ
ĚíĸÙĚ ÀĀÓ ĚëÀēÙĚˋ íĀ À ÓĖĴ-ĚġĆĀÙ
ÎĆĀĚġĖíÎġíĆĀˋ Ĳíġë ġëÙĖÙ ÌÙíĀç À æÀíĖ
ÎëÀĀÎÙ ġëÀġ ĚĆÿÙ Ćæ ġëÙĚÙ ÌúĆÎ÷Ě ëÀÓ
ÌÙÙĀ ĖÙÎĴÎúÙÓ æĖĆÿ ĆġëÙĖ ÌĥíúÓíĀçĚ ĆĖ
ĲÀúúĚː 
 
+ÙúĆĲ ġëíĚ ĲÀĚ ÀĀ ÀĚëúÀĖ ĲÀúúˋ ĚíÿíúÀĖ
íĀ ĀÀġĥĖÙ ġĆ ġëÙ ĲÀúú íĀ ¢ĖÙĀÎë ʵ Ìĥġ
ĚÙÙÿíĀçúĴ ÿÀÓÙ ĥē Ćæ úÀĖçÙĖ ÌúĆÎ÷Ě
Ĳíġë ĀĆ íĀġÙĖíĆĖ ĖÙĀÓÙĖíĀç˖ēúÀĚġÙĖĲĆĖ÷ː 
fĀ ġëÙ ÙĳġÙĖíĆĖ Ćæ ġëÙ ÀĀĀÙĳ À ēíÙÎÙ Ćæ
çĖÙÙĀ çúÀĸÙ ēĆġġÙĖĴ ĲÀĚ ĖÙÎĆıÙĖÙÓ
æĖĆÿ À ÎúÀĴ ĚĥÌĚĆíúˋ ĲëíÎë ÎĆĥúÓ ëÀıÙ
ÌÙÙĀ æĆĖÿÙÓ ÌĴ ëíúúĲÀĚë æĖĆÿ ġëÙ
ĥēēÙĖ ĚÙÎġíĆĀĚ Ćæ ġëÙ ĚúĆēÙː 
 
_ĆĖÙ ÙĳÎÀıÀġíĆĀ íĚ ĖÙĕĥíĖÙÓ ġĆ ÀĀĚĲÙĖ
ĚĆÿÙ Ćæ ġëÙĚÙ ĕĥÙĚġíĆĀĚˋ Ìĥġ ĲÙ ĲÙĖÙ
ÀÌúÙ ġĆ ēĥĚë æĆĖĲÀĖÓ ĆĥĖ
ĥĀÓÙĖĚġÀĀÓíĀçĚ Ćæ ġëÙ ĚíġÙ ÀĀÓ ĲëÀġ
ëÀĚ ëÀēēÙĀÙÓ ëÙĖÙ ĚíĀÎÙ íġĚ˫
ÀÌÀĀÓĆĀÿÙĀġː ¢ëíĚ ĚíġÙ ĖÙēĖÙĚÙĀġĚ ÀĀ
ÙĳÎíġíĀç ĆēēĆĖġĥĀíġĴ ġĆ íĀıÙĚġíçÀġÙ ġëÙ
ÀĖÎëÀÙĆúĆçĴ Ćæ À ĚēÙÎíæíÎ íÓÙĆúĆçĴ ÀĀÓ
íġĚ íÿēÀÎġ ĲíġëíĀ ĆĥĖ íĀÓĥĚġĖíÀú
ëÙĖíġÀçÙ ÀĀÓ ĲÙ Ĳíúú ÌÙ ĖÙġĥĖĀíĀç ġĆ
ÎĆĀġíĀĥÙ ĆĥĖ íĀıÙĚġíçÀġíĆĀĚ ëÙĖÙ íĀ ġëÙ
æĥġĥĖÙˍ 

˜ ÌĆıÙ˝ ĚëÙĖÓ Ćæ ÿÙÓíÙıÀú çĖÙÙĀ çúÀĸÙÓ ēĆġġÙĖĴ ÓíĚˡ
ÎĆıÙĖÙÓ ÌĴ ıĆúĥĀġÙÙĖ 2ĆĥçúÀĚ ĲíġëíĀ ëíúúĲÀĚëː MÿÀçÙ

̭ WíÙĖÀĀ _ÀĀÎëíē 

The Industrial Archaeology of the Clyde 
 

Since John Humeôs seminal publication in the 1970s of the óIndustrial Archaeology of 
Glasgowô and óIndustrial Archaeology of Scotlandô series there has been a growing 

appreciation for the industrial heritage of the region, reflected in the designation of New 
Lanark as a World Heritage Site, and in the collections of the regions museums and 
heritage institutions. Summerlee Museum, Wanlockhead Lead Mining Museum and 
Fairfield Heritage, are just some of the institutions with substantial industrial heritage 
collections. Industrial archaeology is everywhere in the Clyde Valley region, from lime 
kilns to shipyards, pottery works to rural manufactories, and many of the regions 

communities draw their identity from an industrial past or present.  
 

The CVARF frameworks offers an opportunity for us to reflect in policy, planning and the 
delivery of archaeological research the relationships of our communities to their industrial 
heritage and the value of this resource to those communities as a source of identity, for 

community building, placemaking and to support local development goals. 



Kelvin Wheelies: Skatepark Archaeology 
Dr Kenneth Brophy, University of Glasgow  
 
In 1983, one of Glasgow's busiest sporting arenas was buried 
by the city council. This was the Kelvin Wheelies 
skateboarding park, or the KG, which since opening in 1978 
had provided international quality skateboarding fun and 
competition for hundreds of teenagers and skaters from 
Glasgow and beyond. This was one of many concrete 
skateparks built around the world that decade, but as costs 
rose and the popularity of the sport waned, it fell out of use. 
Now, over 40 years after it was buried, a team of 
archaeologists and skateboarders have begun to revive the 
memories and stories of the Kelvin Wheelies through 
excavation and survey. 
 
Funded by the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, the 
project is a partnership between the archaeology 
department at the University of Glasgow and Archaeology 
Scotland. For five days in August 2025, a team of students, 
skateboarders, and refugees (on placement from the 
Scottish Refugee Council) excavated several sections of the 
skatepark, revealing concrete that was in surprisingly good 
condition, and finding original graffiti and 1980s chocolate 
wrappers.  

The slalom run earlier this summer showing the filled interior and concrete rims É Dr 
Kenneth Brophy 



The excavations have allowed documentation of the current 
extent and condition of surviving, buried, concrete slalom 
runs and bowls, and shed light on how and when the Council 
buried the site.  
 
But the most exciting aspect of this project is the chance to 
excavate with skateboarders such as Jamie Blair who loved 
this place when they were teenagers, digging into their 
memories and drawing on the support of the amazing 
skateboarding community both locally and across the world. A 
digital archive is being collected and in the future this will be 
made available online, along with designing the presentation 
of the skatepark so that all park users and visitors finally 
get to know what all the weird concrete features in this 
shady corner of Kelvingrove Park are. The excavations have 
been carried out with the kind permission of Glasgow City 
Council.   

The slalom run after excavation, where we showed that it was backfilled with good quality 
garden soil É Dr Kenneth Brophy 


