
Welcome to another issue of the Clyde 

Valley Archaeology Research Framework 
Newsletter, in this issue we bring you some 
exciting summer updates as well as 
highlights from the past two months of the 
project. This has been an busy period for the 
CVARF project with the delivery of our 
Glasgow 850 workshops with school groups 
across the city supported by the Glasgow 
Developing Young Workforce team, and our 
symposium on the 7th June. We are also 
busy setting up an packed programme of 
workshops, engagement projects, media and 
much more for the next year of the project 
and will soon be setting off in the 
development of the research frameworks 
chronological and thematic reports.  
 
In this issue we have reflections on the 
CVARF Symposium, and articles on recent 
project engagement activities. News about 
upcoming events, and articles by researchers 
across the regionðwith opportunities for 
you to get involved. 
 
In other CVARF news we have also recently 
held our second advisory group meeting. 
The advisory group provides a wider 
representation for the archaeological 
community in the CVARF project, 

supporting the project through their 
experience and perspectives. We are happy 
to welcome Rachel MacDonald (a 
University of Glasgow Undergraduate) who 
joined the advisory group as of this meeting 
and who passionately advocates for the 
interests of students, early career 
archaeologists and youth engagement. 
During the meeting the discussions focused 
first on the recent Symposiumðwhat 
worked or didnôt and what we would do 
differently in future? After this we discussed 
plans for the CVARF engagement strand 
and how this had developed since previous 
iterations, and what the wider sector could 
do to ensure this had a positive and widely 
felt impact and legacy in the region.  
 
Key issues identified included the lack of 
broader opportunities for youth engagement 
in the region, which the project aims to 
address by highlighting the opportunities 
within the regions archaeological 
community and practice to support broader 
and targeted engagement, and the existence 
of national resources such as Archaeology 
Scotlandôs learning team who support the 
Heritage Heroes awards programme, a 
Digital Young Archaeologists Club, and 
have learning and artefact handling kits 
available for loan to support engagement 
activities. The need to flag the research 
resources of the Clyde Valley to student 
researchers and to recognise and showcase 
the work of students across Scotland who 
are conducting research in the region was 
also raised. The meeting wrapped up a 
renewed drive from across the team to 
establish more collaborative and joined up 
practice to tackle some of these issues in the 
region: to better mobilise our museumsô 
collections, activate the potential of our 
learning institutions, to advocate for social 
value within developments and to develop 
accessible resources to support broader 
engagement practice. 
 



CVARF Symposium 2025 
 
On the 7th June 2025 we hosted our second symposium for the CVARF project in 
Lanark Memorial Hall with an exciting range of speakers from across the 
archaeological community of the Clyde as well as discussion sessions and a 
networking fair for local heritage and archaeological organisations.  
 
The symposium started off with an update on the CVARF project, and some food-
for-thought provided by Dr Helen Spencer and Dr Gavin MacGregor, and scones 
provided by South Lanarkshire Council. We then dived into a morning session of 
presentations, starting in the both the deep past (and present) with Dr Kenny 
Brophyô and the Single Steps learning teams work engaging the Faifley Campus 
community with their local Rock Art, before Maureen Kilpatrick from GUARD 
Archaeology showcased the exciting picture of Roman activity on the Antonine 
Wall they had managed to build up through a series of small scale development-
led excavations in Bearsden. Prof Stephen Driscoll of the University of Glasgow 
then introduced a series of short talks by the Govan Old Project student team 
exploring their excavations of modern, medieval and Viking age features in an 
urban churchyard and the social value of this incredible site, before Ed Smith of 
Clutha Archaeology presented on their recent exciting investigations at Eddlewood 
Castle. 
 
Following on from this session, a networking fair allowed those attending to explore 
the work of the array of amazing archaeology and heritage societies, and 
organisations, which work across the Clyde Valley including Renfrewshire Local 
History Forum, Association of Certified Field Archaeologists, Clutha Archaeology, 
Lanark and District Archaeological Society, the Stone Masons Marks Project, and 
GUARD Archaeology.  
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After lunch we dove back into another set of talks, led by Iain Ross Wallace on the 
Stone Masons Marks recording project and their recent development of new 
outreach and engagement resources to activate the potential of these under-
appreciated features. Next up Arianna Magyaricsova of the University of Glasgow 
presented on her recent work exploring the itineraries of the Bishops collection at 
the Hunterian museum, a vast array of lithics collected by a Glasgow antiquarian 
and groceries magnate, and how the collecting practices, curation and storage, 
study and forgetting of this collection has shaped and reshaped its meaning and 
value as a resource. Ariannaôs talk acted as a rallying cry for us to reimagine the 
potential of forgotten or underutilised museums collections across the region. 
Following on Thomas Rees of Rathmell Archaeology presented on the importance 
of the uncelebrated side of archaeology, showcasing through a region-wide tour, 
how small commercial interventions from watching briefs to afforestation surveys, 
trial trenching to remedial works contribute to the ójigsawô of understanding sites and 
landscapes. The talks were wrapped up by a brief update on CVARF engagement 
activities over the last year by Dr Edward Stewart.  
 
After this second session of talks we dove into discussion sessions, the first an 
exploration of the key chronological periods represented in the region, the second 
an exploration of key themes which will cross-cut the chronological sections of the 
framework. These discussions proved hugely productive in generating a range of 
new research questions, flagging the importance of sites, assemblages, and 
archives across the region and beyond, and in mobilising the collective expertise of 
our array of participants towards the framework. The notes from these sessions are 
still being transcribed but these represent a hugely important step in developing the 
direction of the framework.  
 
The day wrapped up with a wine reception providing a space for those attending to 
network and discuss ideas generated in the discussion sessions.  
 
Thanks are owed to Historic Environment Scotland and the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland for funding this symposium, to SLC our hosts, and to Dr Jennifer Allison 

and Dr Edward Stewart for organising the event.  
 



This dissertation, titled ƛAn investigation 

into public perceptions of Roman Iron Age 
sites in Scotland and ways in which 
engagement can be enhancedƜ, aims to 
identify the factors shaping public 
engagement with Roman sites in Scotland 
by investigating how sites are viewed and 
engaged with by the public. Alongside 
this it aims to gather information from 
Heritage, Education and Archaeology 
professionals, to compile a 
comprehensive picture of current 
perceptions and pressures. Finally, a 
critical evaluation of current theory in 
digital archaeology will evaluate its value 
to public presentation of Roman heritage 
in Scotland.  
 
This research will then develop 
recommendations based on these three 
objectives in order to raise awareness and 
enhance public experiences. 
 
Scotland possesses some of the worldƜs 
most culturally complex and signiƿcant 
Roman frontier archaeology. The 
Antonine Wall, inscribed into the 
Frontiers of the Roman Empire World 
Heritage Site (FREWHS) in 2008 

(ICOMOS, 2008) was nominated for being 
the most complex and developed of all 
Roman Frontiers as well as being the 
most northerly frontier. 
 
 
The outcomes of this project will 
challenge current perceptions, inform 
good practice within Scottish Roman 
heritage management, as well as raising 
awareness of digital technologies. 
Investigating and collating an 
understanding of current public 
engagement levels will inform future 
practice.  
 
Raising awareness of the national cultural 
importance of RomeƜs relationship with 
ScotlandƜs indigenous peoples will help 
stimulate academic debate and 
discussion. This will help to feed into 
discussions around key research 
considerations as outlined previously, and 
are already identiƿed in (ScARF, 2012).  
 
This research is being conducted by 
Harry Feather, as part of an MLitt in 
Archaeology at the University of 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland. 
 
 
 

To contribute to this project, 
ƿll out the survey linked 
here: 
 
https://
app.onlinesurveys.jisc.ac.uk/s/
uhi/roman-scotland-survey-
2025 
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Glasgow 850! Exploring 
the cityüs archaeology 
with local young 
people  
By Dr Edward Stewart 
 

As part of the 850 year celebrations of Glasgowõs 

Burgh Charter, we set out with groups from 

Schools across the city to explore the cityõs 

archaeology supported by the Glasgow Developing 

Young Workforce team. Working with two schools in 

the East End and one from the South Side we 

explored the archaeology of Glasgow Cathedral and 

the Provans Lordship, the Necropolis and Merchant 

City, and Pollock Park. 

Each of the sessions started with a short 

discussion of what is archaeology? What 

archaeology can be found in their areas? And what 

would they consider their archaeology to be? 

Following on from this we headed out into the field 

and began field surveys of monuments at their 

chosen sites.  

The students created site recording forms, 

measured sketches and transcribed the 

inscriptions of grave markers, then thought about 

what these sites and monuments might mean, and 

how they contributed to their landscapes in the 

past, and present.  

In the final portion of the day, armed with cameras 

and audio-recording equipment the students set 

out to record the sites they had explored and tell 

the stories theyõd uncovered from their 

perspectives. These audio and video contributions 

will be gathered, edited together and will form the 

basis of a short film which will be launched by the 

DYW and CVARF projects as part of the Glasgow 

850 celebrations.  

These workshops were supported by Staff at the 
DYW team, the CVARF Engagement Officer and 
Kaitlyn Whitsitt and Amy Hellier of the University of 
Glasgow 


