
Welcome to the 2nd Clyde Valley 

Archaeological Research Framework 
(CVARF) newsletter, here you can 
keep up with the latest news and 
opportunities from the CVARF 
project, as well as updates from the 
world of archaeology in the Clyde 
region. In this issue we have exciting 
updates on our engagement pilot 
projects across the region from our 
work in Parklea, Inverclyde last year 
to recent engagement events in 
Glasgow’s East End. We also have 
exciting updates from Glasgow Life 
and ACFA members on the 
digitisation of rock art collections in 
the region, and news on exciting 
upcoming events in the region.  

 

 

 

Through the work of our various 

partners we aim to raise the profile 

of archaeology across the Clyde 

Valley from the Neolithic pits of the 

southern uplands discovered during 

windfarm access works, to the 

wetland roundhouses of Hyndford 

quarry, the industrial archaeology of 

the M74, and maritime resources of 

the Clyde including wrecks, fish 

traps, log boats and crannogs, even 

humble shielings on the Cochno 

Braes.  

One of our project leads Dr Kenny 

Brophy from the University of 

Glasgow recently gave a lecture to 

the Society of Antiquaries of 

Scotland on the Archaeology of the 

Glasgow Garden Festival site, and 

the networks of memory, connection, 

creation and destruction associated 

with this mega-event—so critical to 

the 1980s and 90s rehabilitation of 

the cities reputation following de-

industrialisation. You can check out 

Kenny’s lecture here and look out 

for updates on this exciting project in 

upcoming issues of this newsletter.  
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CVARF Advisory Group 
 
Earlier this month we held the first of our CVARF 
Advisory Group meetings. The advisory group brings 
together representatives of academic, commercial 
and community archaeology in the region to guide 
the development of the CVARF framework and our 
engagement projects.  
 
The Advisory Group currently comprises Stephen 
Driscoll (University of Glasgow), Jane Flint (Glasgow 
Museums), David Sneddon (Clyde Archaeology), 
Warren Bailie (GUARD Archaeology), Ailsa Smith 
(Clutha Archaeology Group), Janie Munro (ACFA Field 
Archaeology for All), and Nicki Whitehouse 
(University of Glasgow).  If you are interested in 
joining the Advisory Group for the CVARF project 
get in touch with our team! 
 
The meeting began with introductions to the CVARF 
project and our approach to delivering an 
engagement and impact focused archaeological 
framework. Some lively discussions followed around 
potential themes for the framework to explore 
started the discussions off, with the issue of making 
archaeology relevant to contemporary communities a 
key theme discussed. Prof Nicki Whitehouse flagged 
the huge potential for river valley peat deposits to 
provided local paleo-environmental records in the 
region, and the possibilities of collaborating with 
organisations such as SEPA to explore 
archaeological insights into flooding and erosion 
along the Clyde. Warren Bailie highlighted the huge 
breadth of knowledge within the commercial sector 
around sites known and lesser known in the region, 
which could be shared with communities through the 
CVARF process.  
 

 



Recording the Rock Art Collections 
in Glasgow Life Museums by Jane Flint, Curator of 

(Prehistoric) Archaeology, Glasgow Life Museums, and Edward and Ailsa Smith, ACFA 

The story of recording the rock art collections held by Glasgow Life Museums (GLM) began in January 2018 when Mr John 
McFadyen contacted GLM asking whether he could produce 3D models of these objects as part of the Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES)-led Scotland’s Rock Art Project (ScRAP). 
 
Since the rock art collection was spread across four different venues at that time, a decision was made to first of all collate the 
items into one store at Kelvin Hall, and to move three out of the five examples already stored there onto lower shelving to make 
them more accessible for viewing and recording.  Due to competing priorities for the GLM Logistics team, this was not 
completed until December 2018. Also, in November that same year a request was received from Mr Ewen Smith of ACFA 
(formerly Association of Certificated Field Archaeologists) for the same purpose, and in January 2019 John, Ewen, and Ms Kath 
Kane visited and viewed the now collated and accessible rock art collections which were stored in Kelvin Hall, as well as those 
items on display in Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum.  Following this visit, Mr McFadyen decided not to pursue his original 
request, and so Ewen and Kath took on the mantle of the recording project. GLM approval in principle for this was given in 
spring 2019, pending the finalisation of a legal agreement with HES regarding copyright and other contractual arrangements.  
This was still ongoing when the global coronavirus pandemic struck in early 2020.  During this time contractual discussions 
continued, but were not concluded, and ScRAP came to a close at the end of 2021. Due largely to the fall-out of the pandemic, 
things progressed very slowly following this once the stores re-opened to the public in spring 2022.  In August 2023 Ewen and 
Kath decided to hand over the project to Edward and Ailsa Smith who, accompanied by Irene Dayer (also of ACFA), visited 
GLM to view the objects in September of that year.  The objects were recorded over the course of the next year or so by Ed, Ailsa 
and Irene.   
 
Techniques like photogrammetry and 3D modelling have revolutionized the way rock art is recorded.  These are methods where 
digital 3D images are created from a sequence of 2D photographs and it is particularly useful for recording rock art as it allows 
the carvings to be seen, even when they are eroded and almost invisible.  By taking multiple overlapping photographs of a carved 
rock surface and processing them with special software, a 3D model of the rock and its carvings can be created.  For those 
interested in using this technique, there are various software options available such as Meshroom ( Tutorial: Meshroom for 
Beginners — Meshroom v2023.1.0 documentation ). Further information on photogrammetry and recording rock art is available 
on the rock art web site (Home - Scotland's Rock Art Project). The website also includes all the forms, sketches, photographs and 
links to the 3D models, of rock art recorded by volunteer teams between 2017 and 2021. The technique was applied to the 
following objects which were originally found in the area of the Clyde Valley covered by CVARF.  Their museum catalogue 
identification is given together with the web address of the 3D model in Sketchfab: 
 

 

Museum ID Sketchfab Link 

A.1955.96.449  https://skfb.ly/psSJV  

A.1955.96.ly  https://skfb.ly/psSBG  

A.1955.96.ly  https://skfb.ly/p7JUD  

A.1955.96.ma  https://skfb.ly/psGQZ  

A.1955.96.ma  https://skfb.ly/p7IL8  

A.1902.78  https://skfb.ly/psSMq  

A.2024.1.1  https://skfb.ly/psSMq  

(Above) Cup-and-ring marked boulder from the former 
Langside House Estate, Glasgow 

 
1902.78 - https://skfb.ly/psSMq 
Reproduced courtesy of Glasgow Life Museums and 
Libraries Collection. 
 
 
 
 
(Left) Cup-and-ring marked stone fragment, Greenland 
Farm, West Dunbartonshire 
 
A.1955.96.449 - https://skfb.ly/psSJV 
Reproduced courtesy of Glasgow Life Museums and 
Libraries Collection. 

(Continued >) 

https://meshroom-manual.readthedocs.io/en/latest/tutorials/sketchfab/sketchfab.html
https://meshroom-manual.readthedocs.io/en/latest/tutorials/sketchfab/sketchfab.html
https://www.rockart.scot/
https://skfb.ly/psSJV
https://skfb.ly/psSBG
https://skfb.ly/p7JUD
https://skfb.ly/psGQZ
https://skfb.ly/p7IL8
https://skfb.ly/psSMq
https://skfb.ly/psSMq
https://skfb.ly/psSMq
https://skfb.ly/psSJV


In the end it was decided that HES were not able to accept the processed 3D models, and GLM did not have the IT capacity to 
host these either, so a decision was made for Ed to upload them onto ACFA’s Sketchfab account, which is a free and accessible 
online portal for 3D models.  This took place in the latter part of 2024.  The links to the Sketchfab models were added to the 
object descriptions in the GLM collections database and pulled onto the GLM Collections Navigator online collections database 
in early 2025. 
This tale is a long and winding one, but it is one of determination and focus in the wider context of things which were beyond 

our immediate control, and it has resulted in GLM’s rock art collections being made much more accessible physically, as well as 
digitally, to a global audience.  Many lessons were learned during the GLM rock art recording experience; the benefits have 

been huge, and great partnership working has been forged in difficult circumstances. 

(Above) Cup-and-ring marked stone, from ‘Above Bowling’, West Dunbartonshire 
A.1955.96.mb - https://skfb.ly/p7IL8 
Reproduced courtesy of Glasgow Life Museums and Libraries Collection. 

Looking towards the geographical area covered by CVARF, there must be more potential for other rock art collections in 
museums in that area to be recorded in this way, and also for related fieldwork to begin again as part of the legacy of ScRAP.  
The rock art workshop to be held in Faifley in April presents an ideal opportunity for this to be considered.  

Rock Art Workshop 
The Clyde Valley Rock Art Workshop will be held on Saturday the 5th April 2025 in Faifley. This 

workshop will bring together members of the archaeological community to explore the rock art 
resources of the Clyde. Talks on Rock Art in the region, and methods of recording, understanding 

and exploring the Neolithic-Bronze Age Atlantic Rock Art phenomenon will provide an 
introduction to the subject, these will be followed by discussion sessions, a creative installation, site 

tours and networking opportunities. This workshop will feed into the development of a CVARF 
Thematic Section on Rock Art. All are welcome to join and contribute! 

 

5th April 2025 —Clyde Valley Rock Art Workshop 
(Faifley Parish Church of Scotland, 9:30am - 4:30pm) 

Register here 

https://skfb.ly/p7IL8
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rock-art-workshop-faifley-tickets-1191239331909?aff=oddtdtcreator


Out and about 
 

Since taking up the CVARF engagement post in June I have been 
out and about across the Clyde Valley meeting with heritage and 

archaeology groups and practitioners, potential partner 
organisations and institutions in preparation for the launch of our 

engagement programme in 2025.  
 

We will be holding a programme at festivals and events across the 
region over the next few years, including the comet festival in Port 
Glasgow.  

On the 21st December I was out at the Glasgow Barra’s Market for 
a session of the Archaeology of Markets along the Clyde. You can 
read more about our market-archaeology resources in this issue! 

I have also been out at local societies and interest groups meeting 
the regions heritage and archaeology communities and 
introducing CVARF—last week I was out in Coalburn. 

 



Barmy about the 

Barras Market 

On the 21st of December we braved the 
wintry weather to set up a stand at the 
famous Glasgow Barra’s Market as part of 
their Xmas Market week in the hope of 
engaging last minute Christmas shoppers 
with the spirit of CVARF.  
 
During this session we piloted new 
engagement resources exploring the 
archaeology of markets along the Clyde 
and asked members of the public to think 
about what markets mean to them. 
Responses showed how, just as in the past, 
markets are spaces for coming together, 
with strong communities and a vibrant 
social life—so divorced from our 
contemporary worlds of supermarket self 
scans and online shopping. As we set up for 
the day I chatted to my fellow stall holders, 
we looked in dread at the darkening 
horizon—somehow despite it being deepest 
winter the sky seemed only to grow more 
ominous as the day dawned (around 
10am…). As the market busied in the 
afternoon, in spite of boreas’ bluster, I had 
many amazing conversations with shoppers 
and stallholders about the history of the 
site...  

(a sketch of the soggy 21st—Eddie) 

 

and how it had changed in memory, and 
beyond this.  

(A Barra’s stall scene in the 1970s—© Peter Degnan) 
 

Spaces like the Barra’s create a meeting 
place for friends and families over 
generations, stall holders who have been 
neighbours for decades mingle with young 
artists and creatives who vie for space and 
the attention of the crowds as one might 
imagine the seasonal markets of medieval 
Lanark or horse traders on the Antonine 
wall may have sounded.  
 
I was lucky enough to have permission 
from local photographer Peter Degnan to 
use his photos which captured life in the 
Barras in the 1970s and 80s, showing the 
vitality of this place through time. The 
above image is used with his permission.  
 
Some questions asked by those I spoke to 
included when was Glasgow’s first market? 
An interesting question for the 
archaeologist—was is 850 years ago when 
the city received its Burgh status? Or earlier 
yet perhaps around the formation of the 
Early Medieval centre at Govan and 
Partick? Or earlier still—lost to time but 
perhaps not the trowel—in one of the cities 
many mysterious prehistoric meeting 
places? 

By E.C Stewart 

https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/saj.2020.0144?journalCode=saj
https://www.euppublishing.com/doi/abs/10.3366/saj.2020.0144?journalCode=saj


Glasgow Necropolis 
Reimagining landscapes 
for the living and dead 

 
I was recently lucky enough to join a team from the 

University of Glasgow and Friends of Glasgow 
Necropolis exploring the archaeology of the cemetery 

site and a lesser-known corner of this designed 
landscape which has variously functioned as quarry, 

landfill and wasteland. 
 

As part of this investigation, directed by Lizzie 
Robertson of Archaeology at the University of 

Glasgow, we investigated a site where the dangerous 
and unseemly was removed and hidden from view. In 
recent years this site has been used to pile crumbling 
and tumbling masonry from the sites memorials, as 
well as dump biological hazards such as  Japanese 

knotweed, giant hogweed and other waste materials 
from landscaping at this site. The area today is 

overgrown and increasingly used for drug taking and 
drinking. The Friends of Glasgow Necropolis are 
interested in developing the site into a memorial 

garden, rehabilitating the statues and the earth, now 
viewed as dangerous, into somewhere new. 

 
Led by Lizzie Robertson we were challenged to 

reimagine this space as we worked within it, what 
possible futures could we imagine for this ‘wild’ 

waste today.  
 
 

Keep your eyes peeled in future issues for more 
updates from this exciting project! 



International 

Women’s Day 2025 
Come and celebrate International Woman’s Day on 

Saturday 8th March 2025 at Linlithgow Burgh Halls. 

Our event “Women in History” will be made up of a 

series of talks and workshops run by post-graduate 

research students from the University of Glasgow, the 

University of Edinburgh, and the University of 

Strathclyde. Our talks will be covering topics such as 

“Pictish Women / Reading Pictish Art: Where are the 

women?” by Heather Ford (University of Glasgow), 

and “The Medieval Economy of Sexual Violence” by 

Ashely Brown (University of Glasgow).  Some of our 

workshops include “The Witch as Healer – a National 

Galleries of Scotland Outreach Project” by Ailbhe 

Turley (University of Glasgow), “How to Build the 

Perfect Woman” by Beth Price (University of 

Edinburgh),  

and “Agnes Owen’s Distortion of Reality: Write Your 

Own Short Story” by Laura MacDonald (University 

of Strathclyde). Throughout the day we will be 

running a series of workshops for kids who would 

like to come along and join in. These sessions involve 

activities such as handling of archaeological artefacts 

and writing about “Identifying inspiring women 

around you”. On top of all these workshops and talks 

we are offering tours of Linlithgow Palace, provided 

by Historical Environment Scotland, and St Michael’s 

Kirk, provided by St Michael’s Parish Church Office. 

The event is completely free but there are limited 

tickets! So get your ticket today and come learn about 

Women in History on International Woman’s Day.  

This event will feature explorations of the 

contributions of women to the history of Scotland, 

from the role of queens, ladies and commoners in 

maintaining the Auld Alliance, to the writings of 

Glasgow based author Agnes Owens, to the 

representation of women in Pictish art.  





Exploring the Archaeology of 
the Clyde 

 
Are you itching to get outdoors after the dreary months of darkness? 

Want to muddy your boots and gasp in the lungs of snowdrop, wild garlic 

and bracing air? Well look no further, check out our recommendations for 

exciting archaeological landscapes to visit this spring: 

 

1) Chatelherault Country Park (S. Lanarkshire)- check out the amazing 

archaeology of the Avon Gorge here including the hunting lodge of 

Chatelherault, Cadzow Castle, the Cadzow Oaks and Earthenwork, and 

the sites of Clutha Archaeology Groups recent excavations at 

Eddlewood.  

2) Levengrove Park (W. Dunbartonshire) - this stunning urban park is 

home to an early medieval chapel site dedicated to St Serf, holy wells, 

and landscaped gardens.  

3) Wilsontown (N. Lanarkshire) - this vast site, managed by Forestry 

Land Scotland is home to a huge wealth of industrial archaeology 

relating to the iron industry in Central Scotland, here you can wander 

past mine workings and workers housing on a series of trails.  

4) Whitelees Windfarm (S. Lanarkshire/E. Renfrewshire) - this vast upland 

park offers facilities including a café and visitor centre, as well as 

walking routes in the shadow of one of Scotland’s largest windfarms - 

for fans of energy archaeologies - this landscape also boasts the 

impressive Dunwan Hillfort and a variety of  post-medieval field systems 

and settlements.  

5) Pollock Park (Glasgow) - This park offers something for everyone with 

prehistoric earthworks, medieval villages, a country house and the 

world famous Burrell Collection.  



Call for contributions 
 

If you would like to showcase an exciting project, site, find, 
assemblage or archaeological story from the Clyde Valley region, get 

in touch with us at: e.stewart@archaeologyscotland.org.uk  
 

If you haven’t yet subscribed to our mailing list you can do so via the 

link: https://forms.office.com/e/UtXKuqrDYs 

Edited by Dr Edward Stewart, CVARF Engagement Officer 

Dates for your diary! 
 

8th March 2025—Women in History event 
(Linlithgow Burgh Halls, 9:30am - 4:30pm) 

Register here 
 

5th April 2025 —Clyde Valley Rock Art Workshop 
(Faifley Parish Church of Scotland, 9:30am - 4:30pm) 

Register here 
 

7th June 2025—CVARF Symposium 
(Lanark Memorial Hall) 

mailto:e.stewart@archaeologyscotland.org.uk
https://forms.office.com/e/UtXKuqrDYs
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/international-womans-day-women-in-history-tickets-1207073632729?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rock-art-workshop-faifley-tickets-1191239331909?aff=oddtdtcreator

