
Welcome to the 1st Clyde Valley 

Archaeological Research Framework 
(CVARF) newsletter, here you can keep 
up with the latest news and opportunities 
from the CVARF project, as well as 
updates from the world of archaeology in 
the Clyde region. In this issue we have 
exciting updates on our pilot engagement 
project at Parklea, reflections on the 2024 
symposium, and some exciting upcoming 
events to advertise! 

 

CVARF Advisory Group 
 
We are pleased to announce that we have 
now constituted the CVARF Advisory 
group, a panel representing all aspects of 
the archaeological community of the 
Clyde, which will support the delivery of 
the framework and provide guidance to 
ensure the framework delivers broader 
benefits to the academic, commercial, and 
community sectors, and the general 
public. The advisory group comprises 
Stephen Driscoll (University of Glasgow), 
Jane Flint (Glasgow Museums), David 
Sneddon (Clyde Archaeology), Warren 
Bailie (GUARD Archaeology), Ailsa 
Smith (Clutha Archaeology Group), Janie 
Munro (ACFA Field Archaeology for All), 
and Nicki Whitehouse (University of 
Glasgow). 
 

 

The advisory group brings together the 

wider archaeological community of the 

Clyde valley representing the breadth of 

our sector and providing a forum for a 

range of interests to shape the 

frameworkôs design and delivery.  

 

Rock Art Workshop 

We are pleased to be co-hosting a 

workshop on rock art in the Clyde Valley 

region with ScARF and the Rock Art 

Project in 2025. This will provide 

opportunities for those with an interest in 

these enigmatic monuments to contribute 

to discussions with a focus on the rock art 

of the Clyde region. This workshop will 

form the basis of a rock art thematic 

section in the CVARF framework. Details 

for this event will be circulated in the 

New Year. As part of the workshop, which 

will be hosted in Faifley, Clydebank, we 

will visit local rock art sites.  

You can find out more about the exciting 

rock art of the lower Clyde and the tale of 

the Cochno Stone in a ScARF case study 

by Dr Kenny Brophy here. 

You can contribute to the rock art 

discussions ahead of time here. 
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A photograph of the Cochno Stone, North of Faifley featuring 
rock art and painted annotations by L.M. Mann É West 

Dunbartonshire Council  

https://scarf.scot/thematic/future-thinking-on-carved-stones-in-scotland/future-thinking-on-carved-stones-in-scotland-case-studies/case-study-the-cochno-stone-the-contemporary-archaeology-of-rock-art/
https://t.co/a6zSI2AY3K


Timber ponds and tides: Archaeology 

and Art at Parklea, Inverclyde 

Between September and November we 

have been hard at work with a team of 

clients, volunteers and staff at the Parklea 

Branching Out centre to deliver a 

programme of archaeological research 

around the intertidal archaeology of the 

Clyde Estuary. This project was co-

designed with participants from the 

Parklea centre with a variety of additional 

support needs. A programme of walkover 

survey and feature recording was 

conducted at low tide on the stretch of 

shore. During this survey features were 

identified which tell of the changing  

relationship between the communities of  

this area and the waters of the Clyde. 

An early modern fish yair was identified 

at Findlaystone Point. This large stone 

structure would have created a pool within 

which fish such as herring would have 

been caught as the tide retreated.  

Similar fish traps have been identified at 

Ardmore, Ardoch, Cardross and Seabank, 

and the scale of these structures might 

suggest both the health of the rivers 

marine fish stocks prior to the industrial 

revolution, and the network of rights to 

harvest from the shore which once existed 

either associated with individual 

properties, the church or communities as 

commons rights.  

Continued > 

Timber ponds in Port Glasgow  in the early 
20th century, this image DC101/2346 is used 
with permission from the University of 
Glasgow: Archives and Special Collections 



The most obvious features today at 

Parklea are a series of timber ponds, the 

posts of which survive protruding from 

the sands and muds of the Clyde from 

Langbank to Port Glasgow.  

These timber ponds relate to the 19th and 

20th century shipbuilding industries of the 

Clyde with timber felled in Canada 

shipped across the Atlantic and stored in 

these vast enclosures. In those days the 

foreshore was rented off by the town of 

Port Glasgow, and local estates to the ship 

building companies for storing their 

timber. This would have ended the use of 

the fish yairs in this stretch of the Clyde 

changing the nature of these spaces from 

places associated with market-subsistence 

economies, to places of industry.  

In the later 20th century large areas of the 

Clyde in this stretch were reclaimed 

through the dumping of demolition waste 

from slum clearance in the settlements of 

the Clyde. Kelburn Park was created 

through this process and along the 

waterfront the tidal wall is constructed 

from large blocks of demolition waste, 

and the shore is speckled with clay-red 

bricks, chunks of ówally sinkô and glazed 

green tiles.  

Scatters of stoneware bottle fragments and 

ceramics waste may represent the 

dumping of this material, used as ballast, 

from ships travelling up and down the 

Clyde with cargoes of cotton, tobacco, 

sugar, and timber, from Port Glasgow to 

the docks of Finnieston, Govan and the 

Broomielaw.  

Photograph É Kaitlyn Whitsitt 

Continued > 



The most recent evidence for human 

activity on the foreshore came in the form 

of a vast spread of bait traps constructed 

between the timber ponds in rows. These 

came in several forms which may related 

to changing materialities, temporalities, 

target species or the preferences of those 

harvesting from these shores. The practice 

today survives in some form in the area 

between Parklea and Kelburn Park where 

rows of stone blocks, concrete stabs 

forming ólean-to' shelters, tyres and PVC 

pipes are used to trap a variety of shellfish 

and crustaceans by anglers. The gathering 

of shellfish from intertidal shallows has a 

long history in Scotland and remained an 

important commonage right of many 

towns until the 19th century.  

Until the later 19th century this practice 

was traditionally associated with women 

who would roll up their skirts and wade 

into the shallows to collect cockles and 

mussels to sell either as food for the urban 

poor, or as bait for inshore fishing fleets. 

However, in the Victorian period attitudes 

towards women, their bodies, and labour 

shifted, and many towns banned this form 

of commonage in favour of more 

industrial forms of shellfish gathering. In 

this area placenames such as Cockle Bank 

and Mussel Bay likely relate to the 

historic gathering of shellfish in these 

areas.  

Our investigations on the foreshore 

highlighted that this was a dynamic, busy 

and productive landscape across the post-

medieval period, which was shaped and 

reshaped by changing relationships 

between people, the land and the shore at 

various points, and by the forces of 

industrialisation and de-industrialisation.  

Photograph É Kaitlyn Whitsitt 

Continued > 



An exhibition on the archaeology of 

Parklea and the work of the Parklea 

Branching Out centre to create a space for 

the appreciation of the heritage of this 

landscape is on display at the Parklea 

centre cafe, and a short film exploring 

local community perspectives on their 

changing relationship with the Clyde.  

This project was supported by Kaitlyn 

Whitsitt, Amy Hellier, Lucy Ankers and 

Megan Kidd, students at the University of 

Glasgow, and Lizzie Robertson who led a 

creative environmental audio recording 

session with the participants and produced 

sound for the film.  

 

2024 CVARF Symposium  

 

In June 2024 (it feels like an age ago!) 

we hosted our first annual CVARF 

symposium on the weekend of the 7 th 

and 8 th at the University of Glasgow 

and Govan Old Parish Church. The 

symposium was the first such gathering 

of the archaeological community of 

the Clyde Valley region since 2004. This 

was a wonderful opportunity to 

discover the amazing array of work 

being done across the region with 

exciting new sites and discoveries such 

as the Partick Castle excavations 

delivered by GUARD archaeology, or 

Headlandõs excavation of the 

Hyndford Quarry wetland roundhouses, 

discussed.  

On Saturday a range of speakers from 

the academic, commercial and 

community sectors presented recent 

research from across the region and 

spanning from prehistoric pits in the 

headwaters of the Clyde to the site of 

the Glasgow Garden Festival in the 

former docks of Glasgow.  In the 

afternoon we held a series of breakout 

discussions around what an 

archaeological research framework for 

the Clyde should look like, and what 

changes we would like to see as a result 

of the frameworkõs delivery. On Sunday 

in the archaeological surroundings of 

Govan Old, we held a series of panel 

discussions to identify key challenges 

faced by archaeology groups and 

practitioners in the region, then headed 

out into Govan for a series of guided 

tours of the local archaeology.  

 

 

The date for the 2025 CVARF Symposium will be the 7 th June.  

This will be held in Lanark Memorial Hall. Keep an eye out for 

updates and a chance to nab a ticket!  

https://youtu.be/tpwXz9cbJA8


Pop-up events  
 

Since taking up the CVARF engagement post in 
June I have been out and about across the Clyde 
Valley meeting with heritage and archaeology 

groups and practitioners, potential partner 
organisations and institutions in preparation for 

the launch of our engagement programme in 2025.  
 

We will be holding a programme of these events 
at festivals and events across the region over the 
next few years ù our next event will explore the 
archaeology of markets in the Clyde region with 
a stall at the Barraüs Market in Glasgowüs East 

End on Saturday 21 st December ù so if youüre out 
for some last -minute Christmas shopping why not 

pop by!  

We will also be developing a series of Clyde 
Valley engagement resource packs for use across 
the region, these will be available via the CVARF 

pages of the ScARF website. The first of these a set 
of Market Archaeology resources will soon be 

available!  

 


